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Objective

 Explain approach to 

prioritization of near-

term research 

opportunities
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Review 

 February SP meeting: Identified components from “Initial 

Charge” that could be feasible to address in near-term

– can be initiated quickly to capitalize on this field season

– can be initiated quickly to use time sensitive funding sources

– may be a prerequisite for longer-term, more complicated 
studies

– can be developed with the information we currently have 
on hand (without having to do a lot of work to support it)

 DWQ to release RFPs this spring
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Prioritization 
 Science Panel Survey

4



Prioritization 
 Sum of scores, number of #1 votes, total number of votes

 Top 6 topics:

– Historical P, N, and Si concentrations in sediment cores (SP charge 1.2)

– What are the current sediment equilibrium P concentrations throughout the 
lake? What effect will reducing inputs have on water column 
concentrations? If so, what is the expected lag time for lake recovery after 
nutrient inputs have been reduced? (SP charge 2.4.i)

– What is the role of calcite “scavenging” in the P cycle? (SP charge 2.3.v)

– What does the diatom community and macrophyte community in the 

paleo record tell us about the historical trophic state and nutrient regime of 
the lake? (SP charge 1.1.i, ii, iii)

– What is the sediment oxygen demand of, and nutrient release from, 
sediments in Utah Lake under current conditions? (SP charge 2.4.ii)

– What do photopigments and DNA in the paleo record tell us about the 
historical water quality, trophic state, and nutrient regime of the lake? (SP 
charge 1.4)
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Further develop content
 Problem statement

 Existing data and information

 Study objectives

 Expected outputs and outcomes

 Project tasks
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